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Running out Mount Parnassus 


of funds? 


Senate fundraises to 
end gap from budget 
cut at NECC 


By ADRIAN GONZALEZ 
Correspondent 


The Student Senate of 
Northern Essex are in the process 
of organizing activities in order to 
help raise money for the school. 

The Senate is coming together 
to support the school in response 
to the budget cut Northern Essex 
had to take for the 2011-2012 year. 
The budget cut was a decision 
made by the state. 

They are aware of how big of 
a deal this budget cut is and the 
kind of impact it could have on the 
school. 

The school could possibly face 
the closer of certain programs, just 


By EVERSON TAVERAS 
News Editor 


As of 2010, death among mili- 
tary personnel has skyrocketed to an 
all-time high, yet strangely enough 
the cause is not in any form or shape 
directly combat-related. 

So if bullets and bombs, mis- 
takes and misfortune, aren't respon- 
sible for the death of our fellow sol- 
diers and the sadness it brings to 
families waiting to greet their heroes 
with hand-made posters and jubilant, 
despairing love, then what is? 

It is the result of accumulated 
stress, anguish and pain that has 
driven soldiers to take drastic, even 
intangible decisions of taking their 
own lives, leaving families torn in 
grief and leaders more bewildered 
than ever before. 

This shocking truth has become 
even more prominent in recent years 
as statistics show that more U.S. sol- 
diers committed suicide (468) than 
died in combat (462) in 2010. Also, 
during the same year, General Peter 
W. Chiarelli, the departing vice chief 


as the English Cluster program for 
the Deaf and Hard of Hearing was 
closed down in the Fall of 2009. 

The threat of faculty layoffs is 
also probable. 

Within the current semester the 
Senate has been able to raise about 
$400 and 
fundraising. 

The Student Senate will be 
holding a fundraiser through Papa 
Gino’s on Street in 
Haverhill. 20 percent of the sales 
will be donated to the Senate as 
long as the participants bring in a 
certificate. 

Additionally, the senate is also 
planning to hold another bake sale 
on March 9th. 

Future activities are also in the 
works, with senate members really 
determined in helping the school 


counting through 


River 


to prevent any unnecessary deci- 
sions. 


of staff of the Army, addressed the 
issue by saying that 60 percent of the 
suicides committed in 2010 by sol- 
diers occurred during their first 
enlistment, which is generally 4 
years. He elaborated furthermore 
when he told Army Times 

“If you think you know the one 
thing that causes people to commit 
suicide, please let us know, because 
we don't know what it is”. 
Exceeding the numbers of combat- 
related deaths for two years consecu- 
tively now, U.S. military suicides are 
beginning to pose more of a threat to 
our soldiers than our enemies can at 
this time. 

Leaders are as distressed as they 
are baffled by the nature and power 
of this ongoing epidemic which 
threatens to Cripple the hearts and 
minds of soldiers who fight to 
defend the U.S, its people and the 
constitution. 

Sgt. Victor Gomez, a psychology 
major at NECC says, “It's an issue 
that hasn't been addressed or sought 
after with the urgency it merits. We 
have soldiers losing their lives 
before they even reach the sandbox. 


Cheap ideas for break 
___ Jave Break, Page 12 


By TAYLOR KING 
Correspondent 


Parnassus Literary Art Magazine 
is a direct representation of the talent 
at NECC and with their 2012 issue in 
the works, submissions are wel- 
comed warmly. Photography, art- 
work, fiction and nonfiction literature 
as well as poetry are featured in this 
magazine and accompanied by some 
outstanding graphic page design. 

Last year’s issue received several 
awards as well as nominations; and 
also featured a story by critically 
acclaimed author, Stephen King, 
called Night Surf. 

The upcoming issue will be print- 
ed within the next few months and 
promises an issue to rival the last; 
with a plethora of new work as well 
as talks of another guest author. 

Patrick Lochelt, the magazine’s 
faculty advisor, was unable to give 
any substantial hints to whom this 
issue’s guest author will be, but says that if 
everything goes as planned, “it is definite- 
ly a well-known local author that would be 
very exciting to include in our issue.” 

Although not able to fully reveal the 
design for the newest issue of Pamassus, 
Lochelt says it will definitely be “very 
bold and colorful, and it should be a lot of 


D increasing 


It's sad, and I hope with this new 
information we are able to help our 
soldiers cope with the struggles and 
challenges they might be facing.” 

Without a definite profile for 
what constitutes a soldier as suicidal 
or the aid of more frequent health 
checks to determine whether or not 
the soldier is psychologically com- 
petent, leaders are left but to assume 
and to provide Suicide Prevention 
training and presentations that may 
or may not reach out to soldiers who 
either possess suicidal intentions or 
know someone who has pondered 
over the idea. 

Furthermore, studies have shown 
that the majority of the suicides com- 
mitted by military personnel are by 
reservists and National Guard mem- 
bers who have never been deployed 
overseas to combat. 

Regardless of attemtps to make 
soldiers more aware of military sui- 
cides or how to identify and prevent 
them, efforts to trim down on mili- 
tary suicides remains a mystery, and 
an ongoing battle for many leaders. 

“It's a stigma,” said Gulf War 
veteran Daniel Lin. “There's a still 


Turned rock star " 
s Campus Life, Page 6 “ 


y 


Chantal McGovern Photo 
The Parnassus box, located on the 3rd floor of the C- 


building, where students can submit their work. 


fun. We'll likely offer up some sneak pre- 
views as we get the design rolling over the 
next month” 

Typically there are around eighty 
to one hundred literature submissions 
and around sixty to seventy photog- 
raphy/ artwork submissions for each 
issue. Members of the Parnassus edi- 
torial staff try to use their best judg- 
ment in selecting the works they 
intend to publish, but the process can 


in soli 


an ongoing stigma in the army that 
hasn't been dispelled yet, though 
many of whom you may ask will tell 
you otherwise. 

“Basically, if you seek help for 
medical or psychological purposes, 
it is seen as a sign of weakness. And 
although people still say that it is just 
a myth like a legend that once exist- 
ed, it continues to live on, to perse- 
vere, and I think that's one of the 
main reasons why soldiers aren't 
seeking help about this sort of mat- 
ter.” 

The number of soldiers who 
committed suicide in 2010 dwindled 
gradually from 309 to 295, and 
though these figures may not seem 
whopping or significant in size in 
comparison to the suicide deaths the 
U.S military has amassed over the 
past couple of years, they are good 
signs that U.S. Military efforts to 
reduce suicides are far from over and 
will only improve as time progress- 
es. 

For more information on how to 
treat PTSD, or if you know anyone 
currently dealing with it, consult 
your doctor for medicatiom or ses- 


be very difficult. 

Often passionate debates arise in 
the workroom, with members vying 
for the work they feel is worthy of 
print. 

The submission dates for the 
newest issue of Parnassus are coming 
upon us; for writing, all work must 
be submitted by March 9th and the 
art/photography deadline is set for 
March 19th. 


ers 


James Dahan, with his son, 
Kalel, 4. Dahan, a Marine 
was exposed to over 36 


improvised explosive 
devices while in lraq and 
suffers from mild traumatic 
brain injuries and post-trau- 
matic stress disorder. 


sions of psychotherapy; or go online 
to myarmyonesource.com for help. 
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Editorial 


The snow day that never was 


The first of March was a day 
that was destined to make its way 


a half-hour, hour or even more in 
some cases to come to class. 
Now, this wouldn't be a big 


So, for those that decided to 


into the snow day history books. 
A day that us students of NECC deal, if most professors didn't 
could remember as a day watching decide to cancel class. 
movies by the fire with a hot bever- 
age of our choice in hand. show up, their time, gas and 


Instead, it was filled with slip- 
pery streets, near car crashes, wet 
feet and just over all annoyance 
from both the students and faculty. 

As Northern Essex seemed to 
be the only school, which reminded 
opened, other local schools closed. 
On the website it said that school 
would still be held and to “Be safe.” 

For a school that tells their stu- 
dents to be safe, they should have 
known that the safest option for stu- 
dents was for them to stay home. 

Students drove anywhere from 


patience were exhausted. 

We say that from this point for- 
ward, a rule of the thumb the col- 
lege should go through is that when 
the weather is so bad that the falcut- 
ty, faculty decide not to show up, 
than cancel school. 

Finally, NECC decided to close 
the college at 4 p.m., however, we 
wish to point out that the streets in 
the morming were no better than in 
the afternoon. 

It was ridiculous that classes 
were held with the conditions of the 


roads and there were many cars that 
crashed. There could have been a 
severe accident and we are lucky 
that there wasn’t. 

However, to have students drive 
and risk their safety is ridiculous. 
And, we will say it, it’s stupid. 

So to the administrators at 
Northern Essex think twice the next 
time before you decide to open the 
college in a snow storm. 

As this isn't a matter of teaching 
students that they have to come to 
school even when it is snowing, but 
rather an issue of safety. 

Yes we know that when we get 
a job that we will have to go in dur- 
ing the snow, we have heard that 
before. 

However, we recommend that 
you tell your faculty that as well. 


Correction: In the Feb. 29 issue of the Observer in the roaming reporter section, the 
librarian was given the wrong name, her name is Ann Grandmaison,we regret the 


error. 


Roaming Reporter 


It’s half-time NECC. How you doing? 


Mario Barrierou Donnea Robinson Kristina Munez Ana Castillo 

Kinesiology : : Phelobatomy Kinesiology General Studies Sign Language Interpreter 

I didn’t know it was midterm “I’m tired. It’s not stressful, it’s “I didn’t know midterms were this “It’s my first semester. Yeah, I'm “I don’t even have a midterm. It 
week. going smooth.” week.” [stressed] a little bit.” isn’t stressful for me.” 
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Executive Editor: Chantal McGovern 
Opinion Editor: Andy Robinson 
News Editor: Everson Tavares 
Campus Life Editor: S./.A 
Features Editor: Michele Simon 
Sports Editor: Josh Peltonovich 
A&E Editor: Michael Litman 
Copy Editor: Mary Ellen D’Angelo-Lombari 
Asst. Copy Editor: Mellissa Almonor 
Staff Writer: Lisa Lemoi 
Circulation Manager: Chantal McGovern 
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Faculty Adviser: Mary Jo Shafer 


Have you taken or are currently taken Journalism | 
and would like to be on staff? Then submit your 
resume to observer@necc.mass.edu 


How to submit a letter to the Observer 

The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. | 
Letters for publication may be submitted via email, mail f 
or by dropping off the letter at the newsroam, located in] 
Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building. / 
All letters must be signed and also include a phone] 
number for verification. Email submissions should include | 
Letter to Editor in the subject line or risk not being] 
received by the Observer email system. Please email to 
observer@necc.mass.edu But, if you wish to submit a let- 


Publication schedule 


Issue Publication Date Ad/Copy Deadline 


#12 March7 Feb. 29 
#13 . March 28 March 21 
#14 April 11 
#15 April 25 
#16 May 9 


April 9 
April 22 
May 2 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press 
Association, and the New England Press Association. 
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Sharp shooting for the rest of us 


Taking good photos 
isnt just up to the 
pros and “artists” 
By ANDY ROBINSON 
Opinion Editor 

I’m not, by any means, a photographer. 


have a Canon digital SLR camera (I’m 
old that real men shoot with Canon by the 


vay), but that doesn’t mean I’m a photog- 


apher 

Don’t make this mistake: seeing some- 
me with a fancy camera and automatical- 
y assuming they’re skilled in the trade. 
‘or every good photographer out there, 
here are at least 50 amateur kids thinking 
hey’re, artists. I like to consider myself a 
locumentarian, even if it’s just a tip to 
sonic for ice cream. Documentarian 
sounds too presitigous, maybe just, 
suy with camera? 

Just because I’m not a photographer, 
Joesn’t mean I don’t know the importance 
»f photography. My high school photogra- 
hy teacher told me, “Photography is the 
nost important medium of media. Think 
bout that.” I did, and he was absolutely 
ight. Every moment in our lives is 
iccompined by an image we took with our 
“yes opening and shutting, capturing it and 
toring it in our memories. Cameras do 
hat, but enable us to share it with every- 
me. No need to get philosophical here 
hough. That’s for the pros. 

Every group of friends has that one per- 
son who has the camera and documents 


-verything. That person, and I speak from 


__ WHY TRANSFER TO 
QUINNIPIAC UNIVERSITY?Y 


QUINNIPIAG UNIVERSITY 


275 Mount Carmel Avenue 


experience because | am that person, is in 
everybody’s faces all the time. They slow 
everybody down by stopping all the time. 
They’re constantly nagging people to look 
in their direction. It’s not a beloved job for 
that person, but ultimately a necessary one. 
So if you're that person, do not be discour- 
aged, just continue and never stop. The 
reward of good, iconic photos is well 
worth it. 

Two things I’ve learned as just a, 
guy with a camera: One, have at least 
one person in the shot (most of the 
time), and two, never ask people to 
pose for a picture. Sure, get the smile 
in front of Mt. Rushmore photo, but 
do that as a safety. There’s nothing 
more satisifying then looking at a 
picture of your friends and knowing 
it’s an honest portrayal. 

Take for example, a birthday party. 
I recently went to Hooter’s for a 
friend’s birthday. Instead of getting 
tHe birthday boy to smile with a wait- 
ress, I simply took photos of every- 
body tearing wings apart, without 
their permission (as in, I didn’t ask 
them to do it or to look at the cam- 


era). Another example is a shot of 


your friends waiting for the T in 
Boston to get into the station. You 
could ask your friends to pose next to 
aT sign and what have you. But what 
I would do is get a shot of all of them 
on their smartphones not talking to 
each other. It paints a very different 
picture of your travels. 

Cameras may have been devel- 
oped by distinguished scientists and 
innovators, but cameras were the tool 


Hamden, CT 06518-1908 
203-582-8612 * Toll Free: 1-800-462-1944 


Transfer information: www.quinnipiac.edu/transfer 


Just 2'/ hours from Northern 
Essex Community College is a 
student-oriented university 
devoted to academic excellence 
and a strong sense of community. 
Our majors include nationally 
ranked programs in arts and 
sciences, business, health sciences, 
nursing and communications. 
And we're committed to using 
the credits you've already earned. 
Visit www.quinnipiac.edu to 
see why Quinnipiac is your next 


step toward a bachelor’s degree 


TRANSFER 


March 8, 15 & 22 


made for everyone. History lesson 
time, bare with me here. 

In the early 1900s, Kodak devel- 
oped the Brownie camera, a simple 
point and shoot camera that claimed, 
“You push the button, we do the 
rest.” It was wildly successful for the 
better part of the 20th Century. Of 
course it evolved, providing easier 
film loading and picture taking, but 
something else happened. As the dig- 
ital age came in and nearly wiped out 
all film photography, cameras 
became far more advanced and more 
exspensive. 

It became so evolved, that in order 
to get a decent picture, you had to 
pay the better part of your paycheck 
to get the proper camera. So what 
happened was the better quality pho- 
tographs were being taken by the 
pros who are able to invest their 
money in good camera equipment, 
and everyday people: were taking 
very poor quality pictures with cam- 
eras that were considered a joke (dis- 
posable camera, anyone?). In the 
beginning, the playing field was the 
same: everybody was taking pictures 
with the same type of camera. 
Nowadays it seems that the gap 
between the quality of photographs 
taken by the pros and by the everyday 
people has gone too far. 

The oversimplification and the poor 
picture quality of a lot of cameras 
under 100 dollars really makes it dif- 
ficult to take decent photos. The cam- 
era may say 12 point-whatever 
megapixels, but it’s the little things 


COLLEGE OF EDUCATION AT 
WILLIAM PATERSON UNIVERSITY 


Our n 


Find out what's 


that really limit 
the oppurtunity § 
for good photo- 
graphs, like 
delays between 
photo shots, © 
slow focus, lack 
of options, etc. 

Queue the 
iPhone 4S, The 
8 megapixel 
camera that is 
not only easy to 
use, but is with 
you 100 percent 
of the time. It 
takes photos at 
lightning speed 
and one of the 
best features is 
the  iPhone’s 
ability to focus 
in low-light sit- 
uations. 

It’s a camera 
that provides a 


good quality 
image and that 
doesnt _ break 


the bank (it’s 
all consolidat- 
ed with your 
phone bill!). 
I’ve had times where I’ve left 
my SLR at home because the 
iPhone camera does the job and 
it’s just handy because it fits in 
my pocket. It serves its purpose. 
And sometimes it is a hassle hav- 
ing that big SLR around your 


Transfer Information Sessions 


next for you at an 
upcoming event. 


zl 


Photo by Andy Robinson 


The iPhone 4S provides the best on the spot 
camera that is easy for anyone to use. 


shoulder. 

Will the SLRs phase out? Of 
course not. But better cameras 
are being put back into the hands 
of the rest of us (yes, they look 
like phones now). 

It’s a growing trend called, 
“iPhonograpy . It’s a good trend 
and it’s here to stay. 


Karina Ortiz 
Majors: Elementary 
Education and English 


fanclub. 


Karina always had big plans for her career. And coming from a big 
family, those plans included working with kids—lots of kids. The 
College of Education at William Paterson University showed her 
how to be a passionate professional—and make a big difference. 


Tuesday, March 27... 
Thursday, April 26 


and the career you want. 


SESSION 
DATES 


Make your reservation online at wpunj.edu/campusvisit. 


LEAD BY EXAMPLE at wittiam PATERSON UNIVERSITY. 


WILLIAM 


PATERSON 


UNIVERSITY 
PLAN YOUR NEXT MOVE AT WWW.Wpunj.edu/campusvisit. 
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“Dying to be Thin” blog causes harm 


“Tumblr” website 
allows destructive 
health blogs for teens 


Lisa LEMOI 
Staff Writer 


Recently, there is a growing con- 
cern about blogs encouraging women 
to become ultra-thin on website 
Tumblr. The argument is whether or 
not they are considered a form of free 
speech. These sites pose as support 
sites where women can come to 
express their sickness without judg- 
ment and with encouragement. They 
discuss losing weight through starva- 
tion methods and exercise, and diet 
tips, no matter what the cost. Sadly, 
the age ranges of women that post on 
these sites are in their late teens to 
early twenties. One of the largest and 
most popular websites is called 
“PrettyThin”. The pro-ana, pro-mia 
(anorexia, bulimia) website provides 
pictures of skeleton-like women so 
malnourished that bones can be seen 
through the skin. Attached are quotes 
such as, “I want to show bones,” or 
“An imperfect body 
imperfect person.” For teens experi- 
encing peer pressure to look thin 
and perfect, stumbling across one of 
these sites is like opening Pandora's 
Box. With key words like, “ipretend 
happiness-idontfeel”, “thin-k perfec- 
tion’, and “fattyonthemove,” these 
could solidify and possibly justify the 
feelings of inadequacy that a young 
teen is battling with her body image 

Being curious, I checked out some 
of these sites and looked up some of 
the handles the girls had. What | 
found was very disturbing. Pictures 


reflects an 


of themselves super thin 
very little 


Haver 


Cashmans Field in 
need of cleanliness and 
proper renovations 


wearin 
if nothing at all, showin 


ASHLEY SCHENA 
Correspondent 


Located in the heart of Lafayette 
Square, Cashman’s Field has been a 
staple of skateboard lifestyle and 
The 
field is located on Hilldale Avenue 


sports activities for decades 
directly across from the vacant busi- 
ness lot and brand new solar panels 
Many people, both young and 
old have been enjoying this field and 
it seems as though its lack of mainte- 
nence has been lessening. Much 
advancement has been made to the 
skate park itself, while the surround- 
ing park is filled with obscene 
“amounts of trash and filth. 
The basketball court has been 
run down. One hoop doesn’t have a 
rim or hoop and the other is missing 
an entire net. There is no way any one 
will want to play ball without the 
entire components of the game readi- 
ly available. It is true that there are 
other parks and areas to play in and 


their ribs and pelvic bones with state- 
ments like, “I want to take a bath. A 
nice hot bath. I want to push myself 
under the water, until I can’t breathe 
I want to resurface and see that my 
fat is no longer a part of me. I want it 
to float in the water like a shed skin. 
I want to run my hands over my wet 
body and feel collar bones, hip 
bones, ribs a dip in my belly. I want 
to put my fingers around my thighs. I 
want to be beautiful” Another is 
“skin-ny” who posted a picture of a 
ripped piece of paper that had “I 
don’t want to be thin, | want to be 
sickly thin”, scribbled on it. Her com- 
ment below it stated, “So thin on the 
verge of death.” 

Sometimes it doesn’t end with just 
trying to become thin with an eating 
disorder. Sometimes it continues on a 
more severe path such as cutting and 
burning one’s body with either razors 
or cigarettes. 

One blog named “Dying to be Thin” 
talks candidly about her eating disor- 


der, how she began cutting herself 


and why, and that she spends periods 
in a mental hospital. She is only sev- 
entéen. Extremely disturbing, both 
emotionally and mentally, she docu- 
ments her days of hiding food, cut- 
ting herself, and the confrontations 
with her parents on her poor body 
image and feeling of worthlessness 
and disgust. She elaborates in raw 
text how cutting relieves the pain and 
makes her feel better. She knows it’s 
not right, but has a deep desire to 
continue It 

In one post she provides information 
on self-injury awareness day and sev- 
eral links to click on for further infor- 
mation and support groups to provide 
help for people who want to stop 
hurting Self-Harm 
awareness day was on March Ist 


themselves 


According to Self.com it is defined 


as, “a day meant to call 

attention to the disturb- 

ing number of people 

who deliberately harm 

their bodies in an 

attempt to numb emo- 

tional stress. Self-injury 

(SID) can range from cut- 

ting, burning or hitting 

oneself to simply pick-j 
ing at skin, pulling hair 
or pinching. At its most 
extreme, SI can lead to 
bone-breaking and other 
more serious injuries.” 
Most feel that this type 
of action is just to gain 
attention from peers or 
family members 
However, according to 
Self-injury.org, it is actu- 
ally a coping 


mecha- 
nism, a way to gain relief 


from otherwise over- 


Courtesy Photo 


whelming emotions. Blogs that advocate harmful eating habits have taken young people by 
So even though she storm, and their place on the internet is being questioned. 


posts about her sick- 
ness, She is also concerned for others 
who have the same struggles. 
Statements and situations like this 
are just horrific. There may be young 
girls out there on the brink of an eat- 
ing disorder and finding such sites as 
this may see that it would be OK to 
attempt. Not realizing that this is an 
actual sickness and not just some- 
One post from 
states, “TI 


thing cool to do 
“minaturegirl” never 
thought I would be the girl with an 
eating disorder.” 

In response to this recent outcry, 


Tumblr.com has posted a draft of 


what they will be enforcing 

within the next couple of weeks that 
pertain to self-harm and pro-ana/mia 
Tumblr “Active 
Promotion of Self-Harm. Don’t post 
content that actively promotes or glo- 


blogs. states 


rifies self-injury or self-harm. .This 
includes content that urges or encour- 
ages readers to cut or mutilate them- 
selves; embrace anorexia, bulimia, or 
other eating disorders; or commit sui- 
cide rather than, e.g., seek counseling 
or treatment for depression or other 
disorders. Online dialogue about 
these acts and conditions is incredi- 
bly important; this prohibition is 
intended to reach only those blogs 
that cross the line into active promo- 
tion or glorification. For example, 
joking that you need to starve your- 
self after Thanksgiving or that you 
wanted to kill yourself after a humil- 
iating date is fine, but recommending 
techniques for self-starvation or self- 
mutilation is not.” 

In addition to the. new policy, 
Tumblr.com will start showing public 
service announcements (PSAs) on 


search results for related keywords. 
“In addition, we plan to start posting 
“public service announcement -style 
language whenever users search for 
tags that typically go along with pro- 
self-harm blogs. For example, when 
a user searches for tags like “anorex- 
ia’, “anorexic”, “bulimia”, “bulim- 
ic’, “thinspiration”,  “thinspo”, 
“proana”, “purge”, “purging”, ete., 
we would show PSA language like: 
‘Eating disorders can cause serious 
health problems, and at their most 
severe can even be life-threatening. 
Please contact the (resource organi- 
zation] at [helpline number] or [web- 
site].”” 

So this leaves us with the lasting 
thought, are these websites a form of 
free speech even if it could be physi- 
cally and mentally damaging to oth- 


ers? 


ill skate park is ‘Humbini 


relax at around 
Haverhill, but that does 
n't mean that Cashman 
Field should be neglect- 
ed or forgotten 

The cleanliness of 
the park is a long forgot- 
inside 


ten dream. Once 


the park, all alongside 
the fence are piles and 
piles of accumulated 


garbage and cigarette 
butts. The trash is a prob- 
lem because it detracts 
from the natural beauty 
of the 
More 


spend time in the park if 


environment 
people would 
it appeared to be kept up 
with. Trash barrels are 
conveniently located 
down at the skate park 
and across the field, as well as two at 
the top of the street 
Unfortunately, trash pickup day 
does not consist of walking down to 
the field to pick up the individual bar- 
rels and empty them; therefore some- 
thing needs to be done to improve 
this. The park being a locally run and 
publicly owned park, the town of 
Haverhill should be responsible for 


cleaning up the garbage and main- 
taining a proper aesthetic for all to 
enjoy. 

It is not an uncommon thing to 
be enjoying an hour or two down at 
the park and witness a young skater 
emptying his/her trash right behind 
the fence, because he or she does not 
see the purpose in walking over to the 
garbage barrel only to have their 
efforts seem useless when the trash is 


Courtesy Photo 


The skaters themselves are the ones that are really giving the park more 
oomph and expansion. 


never picked up 
The skate park itself has been an 
ongoing process of alterations and 
additives. The skaters themselves are 
the ones that are really giving the 
park more oomph and expansion 
Individually, the park has 
received a new manual pad, an exten- 
sion onto the quarter pipe as well as a 
new box for all to use. Alex 
Sanderson, a 24 year old skater who 


enjoys using the park often, sees 
much improvement to be made in 
regards to the look and feel Of 
Cashman’s Field 

Humbini, a term they use 1 
describe everything that is good, is 
used quite frequently, but unfortie 
nately, due to the excessive trash, the 
word is used less and less often 
mentioned 
kick ball 


Sanderson 
wanting to start a new 
league come this spring, 

“I think we should all drop 
whatever we're doing this spring and 
summer and make an earnest effortto 
come by Cashmans and play a good 
round of kick ball. We're often times 
too distracted’ with everything we 
should be doing, when in fact what 
we should be doing is enjoying the 
moment with the good friends we've 
already got”. 

Let's leave it up to Mr 
Sanderson and try to take his word 
for it. Let’s clean up Cashman’s Field 
and fix what needs to be fixed. There 
is no need in creating something new 
something new) when 
you've already got something that is 
perfectly fine, but just needs some 
tender loving care. 


(buying 


News 
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SSC: NECC’s helicopter parent 


New Student Success 


Center strives to help 
NECC populace 


By GENESIS GARCIA 


Correspondent 


In the Fall of 2011, Northern 
Essex Community College opened 
the Student Success Center(SSC) in 
the Lawrence Campus with one main 
goal in hand: associate students with 
the resources and services they need 
to succeed both in and out of the 
classroom. 

“We connect the students to the 
resources, wether it be tutoring, the 
writing center, math center or read- 
ing lab just to make them aware of 
those resources. A lot of times when 
they’re first generation college stu- 
dents, they’re not aware” stated 
Gisela Nash, Title V Director of the 
SSC program. 

Along with helping you with 
academic resources, SSC also helps 
with life planning, career explo- 
ration, financial literacy and plan- 
ning. 


In life planning, SSC addresses 
“how to balance work and personal 
life with school” as stated in the 
Northern Essex website. 

SSC also helps you explore 
careers for your degree. 

“You will have the opportunity 
to explore career opportunities and 
choose an academic program that fits 
your needs, abilities, interests, skills, 
and lifestyle” also stated on the 
Northern Essex website. 

Karla Cruz, Business major stu- 
dent at Northern Essex, is a staff 
member at SSC who specializes in 
recruiting and helps find students 
who need SSC’s resources. 

She states “I hear students in 
class saying I don’t get this and that, 
Ineed help” so she resorts to educate 
the students on SSC and all the ben- 
efits they can gain with school by 
stoping by their office. 

“Students want to know about 
scholarship, they want to know about 
financial aid and how to apply, what 
schools are best for what they’re 
studying. Well, we can help you with 
that; that’s why were here.” 

Asking her the benefits she has 
gained since she joined SSC, Cruz 


paused. 

She looked around the room she 
called her second home and replied 
“with everything.” She paused again. 
“A lot, life in general.” Cruz says 
that Nash has helped her with a lot of 
the choices she has made towards 
school, her personal life and career. 
“She helps anyone she can. I go to 
her as a student anytime I need 
advice.” 

Nash, who describes SSC as 
being the helicopter parent of 
Northern Essex says “We are all here 
to give a helping hand.” 

For the past couple years, Nash 
and her staff have been looking for 
grants to build SSC. “In September 
we got two awards” says Nash. 

That’s how they were able to 
open SSC in the Fall. Since their 
opening, Nash and her staff have 
consistently been helping the 190+ 
students who have joined the pro- 
gram. 

“We make sure to connect with 
the students that are struggling, keep 
in contact with them, guide them and 
mentor them.” 

Alex Acevedo is a Mechanical 
Engineering major at Northern Essex 


and a frequent student who stops by 
SSC. Acevedo joined SSC a week 
after welcome week this semester. 
Niurka Aybar, SSC Coordinator says 
he’s her top candidate for the next 
staff member at SSC. 

“He brings people in left and 
right” she adds about Acevedo’s 
quality to bring in students that need 
the resources SSC has to offer. 

When questioned on the benefits 
he has gained by joining SSC, 
Acevedo responded “I’ve been on 
top of my homework. My first 
semester as a freshmen, I wasn’t 
doing good.” 

Because of the conflicts of bal- 
ancing school, work and his personal 
life, Acevedo failed to dedicate his 
full attention towards school his first 
semester at Northern Essex. 

Once he joined SSC, they taught 
him time management skills. 

“Now that I’m here (at SSC), Pll 
get out of class at like twelve or one 
and come here to do my homework 
or study” says Acevedo as he shuf- 
fles through his notecards. 

SSC has also helped Acevedo 
with his career choice. In his first 
semester, Acevedo wanted to study 


psychology but quickly realized that 
wasn't the career field he wanted. 

Being mentored by SSC 
Retention Specialist, Joshua Abreu, 
Acevedo chose Mechanical 
Engineering. 

Acevedo admits “I was scared to 
go into that field because a lot of 
math is involved. I had a talk with 
my brother and Joshua and they told 
me it was okay to be scared to fail. If 
I don’t fail, how else will I learn 
from my mistakes... I’m trying my 
best and I’m going for it.” 

SSC is continuing to change the 
career lives of students like Cruz and 
Acevedo. With SSC around, students 
at Northern Essex will be connected 
to the best services to help them 
achieve academic, career, financial 
and life success. 

SSC is located in the Lawrence 
Campus in L-109 at 45 Franklin 
Street. 

Their hours of operation are 
Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 
5 p.m. To contact the Student 
Success Center you can call their 
offices at 978-738-7480 or e-mail 
Gisela Nash at 
gnash@necc.mass.edu. 


Explore earning a bachelor’s degree in Business 


Transfer to UMass Dartmouth 


Experience a Day matched with a Business Student. 
Attend and Observe Classes, Lunch Provided. 


Make this important Transfer Decision Fully Informed! 


Call 508.999.8999 to set up your “Experience It All” Visit. 


CHARLTON 


COLLEGE OF BUSINESS 


Pie ae PEO 


One of Massachusetts’ most affordable & accredited business educations 
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Giving the gift of time 


Spending a little 
extra time can have 
huge returns 


By MICHELE SIMON 
Features Editor 


I've found over the past cou- 
ple of years at Northern Essex 
that time is a precious thing that 
students desire. In a community 
college where many students 
both work and go to school, 
both the young and older stu- 
dents stil 
life, friendships and good times 
too. For some though, school is 
their best chance, or their sec- 
ond chance, and they give it 
their all, studying well into the 
night. 

I've combed the halls look- 
ing for people to interview for 
the newspaper and found a 
great deal of people are coming 
or going, or absorbed in their 
books studying. Still others are 
taking moments between class- 
es catching up with friends or 
hanging out playing games in 
the Sports and Fitness Center. 
When I do finally find people 
that aren't on the run, or sunk 
deep into their books, and ask 
them if they have the time to 
talk, I've found most people are 
willing to give me some of their 


time. Some : Seen 
talked to me as their lifey: she 
they inched down pales 

3 fe F here was 
the hall toward When they are able to come out and experience >b ‘ d 
the door. A cou- : : : ; one boy, aroun 
iemathersecaid the different sides of the world, as in sameone |] or 12 years 
ae didn't have  P2¥ing attention to them and talking about posi old, who came 
the time and aq tive things, I think that actually keeps them from tto him after 
to leave after a being alone on the streets. they had been 
few minutes. playing around 

Claire Dube, for a_ while, 
an NECC near the end of 


Lawrence student, talked about 
time in a different way. She said 
when she was younger every- 
one would gather at her parents’ 
house on the holidays and 
Christmas and Thanksgiving 
were the best family traditions 
they had, but she doesn't have 
her parents anymore and she 
and her siblings do their own 
thing at Thanksgiving now. “I 
think traditions are very impor 
tant actually. | used to love it 
Basically now the only time I 
see my family is a funeral o1 
wedding,” she said. 

When I talked to Sue 
MacAvoy, who was rebuilding 
the volleyball team after a win- 
ning season the previous year, 
she said she needed a little 
more time to get the team 
together. Unfortunately she was 
not able to find enough quali- 
fied players that could attend 
schoo! full-time while playing 


on the team, and as a result 
NECC doesn’t have a volley- 
ball team this year. 

For others like Anjuli 
Ferreira-Fahlberg, the 


Northeast Playspace Programs 
director from Horizon's for 
Homeless Children, time was 
even more precious. Two hours 
a week, she told me, was all the 
time they asked people to vol- 
unteer for, and that could mean 
all the difference to a homeless 
child or their parent, who could 
use the time while their chil- 
dren were playing to try to find 
some help. 

When I had set up the inter- 
view I had seen their posters 


want some kind of 


asking for help hanging on the 
walls of NECC for weeks. 
Ferreira-Fahlberg said she 
would see if she could find a 
volunteer from NECC, but 
when I arrived she said she 
couldn't find one. 

Time and volunteering for 
community service may seem at 
odds for busy community col- 
lege students who both work 
and go to school, but the time 
spent helping others can have 
significant positive value for 
both the person or organization 
being helped and the one help- 
ing. 

“Once people have done it 
they are the first ones that want 
to do it again,” said Cynthia 
Crivaro, 
Behavioral Sciences and coor- 
dinator of community service 
projects at NECC. “They come 


away with the best feeling 
about themselves. 
Another benefit is that it 


looks good on your resume and 
if you don't have any experi- 
ence you can add it to your 
resume. “Some employers look 
for it, Crivaro said. 

In addition, doing commu- 
nity service also gives you a 
chance to experience the type 
of job that you are studying for 
and plan to be working in in the 
future. If you ‘test the waters’ 
and work within the job or with 
the type of people you plan on 


working with in the future, and 
then find out you don't enjoy 
working with children, elderly, 
animals or others as much as 
you thought, or you find it's too 
difficult to see animals or peo- 
ple suffer, then you've 
yourself a lot of time, 
and heartache 
Although, a 


saved 
money 


1 lot of students 
do their service and continue to 
volunteer after because 
rewarding, Crivaro said. “I had 
a kid who went in with a boom 
box in an Alzheimer’s unit and 
danced with the patients.” She 
did all her required hours for 
community service, and then 
continued to go 
back, she said 
Nursing homes 
always appreci- 
ate the help. The 
residents enjoy 
the younger kids 
coming in and 
spending time 
with them. The 
students can 
read, talk or play 
musical instru- 
ments or sing 

“It's a great 
bonding experi- 
ence for the kids. 
They get to meet 
people outside of 
the classroom 
and people they 
wouldn't — meet i 
otherwise.” In 
the fifteen years 
she’s been doing 
this only about 
two to three peo- 


it's so 


professor of 


ple were sorry to do it, Crivaro 
said. 

She tells the students to go 
somewhere where they really 
need the help - they really 
appreciate it. Some choose to 
go back to the team that they 
used to play on in high school 
and help coach it. One student 
trained service dogs. There are 
also numerous non-profit and 
public places that need help 
like; public schools, the 
MSPCA, Feline Rescue, nurs- 
ing homes, shelters, Easter 
Seals and Big Brother Big 
Sister. 

Lathon Jones-Downing, a 
recent graduate of NECC, vol- 
unteered to work with children 
for the Royal Rangers in Derry 
NH. “We'd go and do a Big 
Brother-Sister type of thing. | 
would hang out with them. 
We'd talk about different topics, 
play basketball. To me it meant 
a lot to be able to be important 


in a child's life because a lot of 


kids these days are lock and key 
children and it's never easy. 
When they are able to come out 
and experience the different 
sides of the world, as in some- 
one paying attention to them 
and talking about positive 
things, | think that actually 
keeps them from being alone on 

the streets. 
“It gives them another 
option, to have positive rein- 
forcement in 


the program. 
“He told me, ‘thank you so 
much’ and I said, ‘for what?’ 
Then he went on to tell me he 
had a hard life, his life was 
pretty rough. I told him, ‘you're 
only 11; your life is just begin- 
ning.’ He said, ‘I feel like you 
made me see that not every- 
thing needs to be dramatic.” I 
guess pretty much I showed 
him to get by in life, or go on in 
life; you have to be positive and 
can't be thinking like every- 
thing is going to be horrible all 
the time. 
Jones-Downing 
boy's mother and 


said the 
father were 


two hard working people but 


Michele Simon photo they 
Lathon Jones-Downing graduated in May 2010 


While here at NECC he often volunteered . 
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The clock tower of the Philadelphia City Hall towers 
over the city forever reminding its patrons of the time. 


they were just never around and 


didn't talk to him much. “He 
said that by me hanging out 
with him, and him coming 


down here, he looked forward 
to seeing me every day because 
I always had a new perspective 
on life. I'd give him something 
to think about.” 

“I pretty much changed the 
way he thought and I could see 
in his face when he was talking 
to me that he meant it. Every 
single word he said. That made 
me feel good.” 

Jones-Downing 
community service 
him a whole lot 
never had a true childhood 
because my dad had divorced 
my mother when I was a baby, 
and he left. I had no male fig- 
ures in my life. I just had my 
mother. My mother tried to be 
both the man and 
the woman - you 
know I mean a 
‘mister mom’ and 
all that - and she 
worked hard so | 
never got to see 
her either.” 

He said it felt 
good, because by 
doing that it was 
like being given a 
second chance to 
help someone out 
so they wouldn't 
have to go: through 
what he went 
through. “Because 
my life was very 
hard and being 
able to see the 
smiles on those 
kids faces when 
saw me, or 
being able to teach 
them something 
that their parents 


said doing 
changed 
“I personally 


didn't have time to teach, or 
neglected to teach them, that 
really meant a lot, because you 
could see it in their faces that 
they were being changed. And 
the way it changed me was it 
just helped me to see that 
they're people, that there is 
more to the world than just 
yourself.” 

Jones-Downing graduated 
last year and is currently wait- 
ing to get into Harvard 
Extension in the fall, where he 
plans on studying biology and 
pre-med 

“If I was to tell anybody 
something about community 
service | would tell them that it 
is probably one of the biggest 
things that you could do, with 
all the things that are going on 
in the world, you know famine 
and war and all that stuff.” 

He said he believes that 
time 1s precious and it has to be 
spent doing something that is 
worth your time, instead of just 
hanging out with friends and 
watching movies. “There is 
always time for that, but if you 
involve yourself in some sort of 
community service you are giv- 
ing back more than you know 

“You'll feel good, you'll feel 
changed, knowing that you did 
something. 

During the year there are one day 
community service events at NECC and 
also an Alternative Spring Break. At the 
one day events the volunteers are given t- 
shirts and a lunch at every event. More 
information can be found on the website 
at: http://www.necc.mass.edu/commu- 
nity-engagement/community-service/ 
or for the Alternative Spring Break con- 
Saliba at 
msaliba@necc.mass.edu or Amy Kelly 
at akelly@necc.mass.edu 


tact Maureen 


Awake turns your world 
upside down with 
Inception-like style 


By MICHAEL LITMAN 
A&E Editor 


Have you ever had a dream that 
you thought was real? A dream so 
real, you can't differentiate fact 
from fiction. NBC's "Awake" takes 
that idea and puts it into high gear. 

The story revolves around 
detective Michael Britten who, 
with his wife and son, gets into a 
horrific car accident. He doesn't 
remember how it came to pass, and 
in the process his life is split into 
two worlds. One in which his wife 
survived the accident, while in the 
other reality, his son lived. 

What makes a good TV show? 
Is it the plot, the acting, the begin- 
ning, or the end. I've seen many dif- 
ferent styles of TV and film, but | 
have never been able to find the 
deciding factor of what is the ulti- 
mate necessity. Acting plays a big 
role, but what does that do if no 
plot exists. Can't a good show still 
survive if it has a great plot but sub- 
par acting? In Awake there is no 
need to worry about any of that. 

Everything is superb in a plot 
was created that no one has 
touched, The actors tell you every- 
thing you need to know, and that 
hour of television actually makes 
you feel something. 

Michael Britten realizes how to 
differentiate which life he is in with 
the use of rubber bands. He uses red 
and green rubber bands to know 
what reality he was living in. 

Red for his wife because it was 
her favorite color, and green for his 


Actor 


By MELISSA ALMONOR 
Copy Editor 


At Northern Essex students have 
a wide range of opportunities to per- 
fect their craft. Maurice Petersen 
dance/music major and Florida 
native believes in taking full advan- 
tage of all the opportunities here to 
further his future career Momo, as 
most call him is involved in the the- 
ater, music, and dance program, 
always taking full advantage of his 
talent when ever he gets a chance. 
His ultimate goal is to be in film, 
Broadway and do voiceovers. 

This semester alone Maurice will 
be involved in two plays, opening up 
for American Gothica as well as two 
other characters. 

And One Acts, a play broken up 
into 10 minute mini plays that range 
in variety he describes the play as 
“comedy, drama, to god what am | 
watching.” He’ll also be in the chorus 
cabaret singing and playing piano to 
a song he had written him self, while 
still working on the title he calls it 
“I'd give all”. 
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Arts and Entertainment 


Awaken with the new NBC drama 


son. While it didn't have a major 
role in this episode I'm sure it will 
be a reoccurring thing that grounds 
the main character in what reality 
he is in. 

One big problem that starts to 
happen is that details from both 
realities start to bleed through. 
Numbers, addresses and locations 
are all connected from the "red 
world" and the "green world." 
Maybe this will lead into the detec- 
tive possibly losing his mind or 
causing worlds to collide in one 
sense or another, I'm not entirely 
sure but it 1s a possibility. 

Life isn't easy and neither is 
losing someone you care for. To 
have to bury two people you love 
and somehow live two different 
lives where one of the two people 
you care about passed away would 
be extremely frustrating, eliminat- 
ing any sense of normalcy. 

While for the characters life 
might be tough, it helps viewers 
forget. Forget the problems they 
deal with by taking them out of 
their life and ‘putting them in a 
world where they don't have to deal 
with their problems. 

The cast consists of many fresh 
faces such as, Dylan Minnette who 
plays the detective's son, and Laura 
Allen who plays the wife. As for 
the lead Michael Britten he is 
played by Jason Isaacs, who is fair- 
ly well known as Lucius Malfoy 
from the Harry Potter series, and 
Captain Hook from the 2009 ver- 
sion of Peter Pan. Another actor 
that is fairly well known in the 
series is Wilmer Valderrama as 
Detective Efrem Vega who is 
Britten's partner. 

While | was watching the first 
episode I was caught off guard, I 
was sitting alone in my living room 


n 


Maurice started singing 17 years 
ago in the 3rd grade and hasn’t 
stopped since, but rather expanded 
his skills to dancing and acting. 
When asked why he chose this career 
choice he told me that he loves to 
sing and “I’ve always had a passion 
for acting”. 

While speaking to Maurice it’s 
safe to say that this is his passion, I 
asked him what he disliked about 
entertaining and he couldn’t think of 
a single thing one. 

When I asked what he loved 
about it and naturally he said “all of 
it, learning new things, being on 
stage, love versatility” 

However this was not always 
Maurice’s goal, even though he loves 
to sing, and entertain he originally 
was aiming to be a nurse. 

In the of Summer 2008 while liv- 
ing in New York he walked into Bar 
Masa in the Columbus street mall, 
while there he had the advice of a 
bartender Jameela that encouraged 
him to purse a career in entertaining. 
He says “thank you Jameela” The 
cliche bartender therapy really 


Courtesy Photo 


Laura Allen, Jason Isaacs and Dylan Minnette star in ‘Awake’. 


because my friend ditched me on 
comedy Thursday. anyways back to 
my story I shouted "Is that Fez!" | 
was puzzled at the thought of see- 
ing Wilmer Valderramain in any- 
thing but That 70's Show and Yo 
Momma. 

One thing to think about for 
those who have seen the first show 
is: what viewers possibly 
expect this season? Some possible 
ideas of whats to come are how did 
the accident happen? 

Which world is the real one? 
Will he be able to move on in either 
life or be trapped in the past? 

The show is phenomenal. 
Probably one of the most interest- 
ing things about the show is when 
Detective Britten is talking to his 
shrinks in the different worlds. In 
these segments, it makes you ques- 
tion which reality is real and which 
one is not. 

You truly feel for Detective 


can 


worked in his situation. 

Don’t be surprised if one day you 
see Mr. Petersen doing all of these 
things, because he’s recently been 
working with a scouting company. 

A very specific dream of his is to 
be in the Broadway rendition of “The 
Adams Family”, playing none other 
than Gomez. Entertaining is not 
Momo’s only passion he is currently 
studying Muay Thai mixed martial 
arts. | ask Maurice if he had any back 
up plans if entertaining didn’t work 
out he said “definately have back up 
plans“, one being a cook. 

However, I seriously doubt he 
will need to use a back up plan. | 
asked Maurice if he thought he 
would make it and with no thought or 
hesitation said “Yes, no doubt” 
Maurice gives lots of credit to NECC 
for helping improve his skills as an 
entertainer “it’s because of NECCO”, 
that his craft has only gotten better. 

With his confidence and all the 
skills he’s acquired at Northern Essex 
he is really bound to have his name in 
lights. Make sure to See Maurice and 
the other Top Notch players in 


Britten throughout the whole story. 
The acting in the show is superb. It 
creates a scenario where you relate 
to each character you encounter. 

Where the show truly shines is 
not questioning which world is 
reality, but how everyone interacts 
with each other. Personally, I 
believe that the world 
Britten's son survived is when he is 
truly awake. I'm not entirely sure 
but call it a hunch. 

With already a great line up of 
comedy on Thursdays night with 
"The Office" and "Parks and 
Recreation" its nice to see that 
NBC is trying to break it up a bit 
with an intense drama. NBC's 10' 0 
clock slot was filled with "Awake" 
on March Ist, pushing the fairy tale 
drama "Grimm", to Friday. 

Thus setting a Thursday lineup 
ary to see. While 
able to watch 
before 


where 


absolutely neces 


viewers 
"Awake" 


were 
a month 


OnDemand or online, the ratings 
that it got on its premiere night was 
6.2 million viewers. 

Currently the show is scheduled 
for a 13 episode season, which like 
many shows could possibly be 
ordered up to fill the 10 p.m.time 
slot for a longer period especially if 
the viewership stays. 

The writer/creator of the show 
is Kyle Killen who has written for 
eine 
Beaver’, “Awake”, and the screen- 
play for Scenic Route directed by 
the Goetz Brothers. 

Michael Britten delivers a pow- 
erful line at the end of the episode, 
saying "If it is a problem, its one 
I'm happy to have. Trust me, when 
it comes to letting one of them go | 


three things: “Lone Star”, 


have no desire to ever make 
progress." 


Awake is on NBC at 10 p.m. on 
Thursday nights. 


Oo move his way u 
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NECC student, Maurice Peterson dreams of 
performing on Broadway. 


American Gothica and One Acts 
dates to be posted later this semester. 
As well as the chorus cabaret 


April 12, and the dance recitals April 
27 and 28. . 
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“John Carter” risky 


By Pat REYNOLDS 
Correspondent 


Heading into 2012 many in the 
film industry were curious about 
the financial and critical prospects 
of Disney's massively budgeted, 
Sci-Fi/Fantasy epic “John Carter.” 
With less than a week until the 
film’s March 9th release date, 
doubt remains about whether the 
ambitious epic can recoup a hefty 
$250 Million budget, or succeed 
critically. 

The film, which is being 
released in 3D, is based on the 
early 20th century, Edgar Rice 
Burroughs’ series of novels about a 
weary, Civil War vet (Taylor 
Kitsch) who is transported to Mars 
where he meets a warrior princess 
(Lynn Collins), and an alien named 
Tars Tarkas (voiced by Willem 
Dafoe) who are now facing an 
unprecedented danger on their 
home planet. 

The project has wallowed in 
“development hell” for years, pass- 
ing through the hands of notable 
directors like Jon Favreau, Robert 
Rodriguez, and Guillermo Del 
Toro, but to no avail. 

“John Carter” has finally come 
to fruition in the form of the live- 
action debut of Rockport, MA 
native and Pixar alum Andrew 
Stanton (“Wall-E,” “Finding 
Nemo”). 

Stanton’s foray into live-action 
comes on the heels of fellow Pixar 
director Brad  Bird’s (“The 
Incredibles”) wildly successful 
step into non-animated fare with 
“Mission Impossible: Ghost 
Protocol” last December. Stanton’s 
track record, as well as his rela- 
tionship with the famous Pixar 
“brain trust,” has given fans and 
film journalists hope for the pro- 


ject’s quality. 

Stanton has a firm understand- 
ing of how to orchestrate visual 
effects, which “John Carter” has 
plenty of, as well as a great grasp 
of character and story arcs. 

The film rests firmly on the 
shoulders of the relatively 
unknown Kitsch, who is perhaps 
best known for his naturalistic por- 
trayal of troubled, but lovable foot- 
ball player Tim Riggins on “Friday 
Night Lights.” 2012 is going to be 
a crucial year for Kitsch’s career, 
as he will also be headlining Peter 
Berg’s blockbuster, “adaptation” of 
“Battleship,” as well as Oliver 
Stone’s ex-Navy Seal vs. drug car- 
tel picture “Savages.” 

Kitsch’s rise is not unlike Sam 
Worthington’s introduction to audi- 
ences in 2009, where he went from 
unknown to top-lining films like 
“Avatar” and “Terminator: 
Salvation,” to varying degrees of 
success. 

The marketing for the film has 
been unremarkable, leaving much 
to be desired. Trailers and TV spots 
have failed to cohesively and con- 
cisely convey the film’s premise, 
scope, or any ingenuity the film 
has to offer. It’s not for lack of try- 
ing on Disney’s part, as multiple 
outlets have reported they have 
spent north of $100 Million during 
their marketing campaign, includ- 
ing spots during the Super Bowl, 
Grammy’s, and Oscars. 

“| think the key to great movie 
marketing is that you have to figure 
out what movie you've made, and 
then crack the way to present that 
film to the public,” long-time film 
journalist Drew McWeeny writes. 

An omen for the film’s market- 
ing struggles may have come when 
Disney inexplicably changed the 
film’s title from “John Carter of 


Interview 


Get to know the 
Swedish heavy metal 


band 


By Henry LOPEZ 
Correspondent 


Swedish heavy metal giants In 
Flames are currently doing a North 
American tour in support of their 
latest album Sounds of the 
Playground Fading. During the 
Massachusetts stop of the tour I sat 
down to talk with In Flames’ gui- 
tarist Niclas Engelin about the tour, 
Bjorn Gelotte and Peter Iwers’ 
restaurant 2112, the new album, 
and the band’s legacy. 

Henry Lopez: So why don’t 
we get started how’s the tour been 
going so far? 

Niclas Engelin: It’s been going 
really well, really really well. 

HL: To build off that a little 
bit, how different is from touring 
Europe to touring the US how dif- 
ferently do the fans act? 

NE: I think that, I feel that you 
guys over here are more helping 
each other out at shows if some- 
body falls down while in Europe 


it’s more brutal, but sometimes 
accident happens and | don’t like 
that. 

HL: I’ve noticed that you guys 
have toured several times with 


Trivium, and | wanted to know 
how’s that been are you guys 
close? 


NE: Yeah, I mean we get along 
really really well, and | like that 
band I like the members of that 
band, we share the same interest 
that is food, beer, and metal. 

HL: Actually I read on Matt 
Heafy from Trivium’s blog about 
the restaurant that Bjorn and Peter 
opened 2112, and I wanted to know 
if you've been there and what do 
you think of it? 

NE: Yeah of course I’ve been 
there several times it’s really cool, 
yeah because the name comes from 
a Rush album so you can imagine 
the environment it’s a really cool 
pub with a lot of different brands of 
beer and all that. It’s a place where 
you hang out and have a good 
meal, it’s not a place where you 
party nothing like that, it’s pretty 
cool. 

HL: To move on to the album 
Sounds of the Playground Fading, 
how did the recording process go 
for it? 


Mars,” to the more ubiquitous 
“John Carter.” 

This change removes any 
specificity or context to the film’s 
title, with the marketing void of 
any mention of the red planet 
(referred to in the film as 
Barsoom). 

The Hollywood Reporter even 
tells of Disney’s behind-the-scenes 
fears that the word “Mars” would 
not play well with audiences— 
especially considering the studio’s 
2011 bomb “Mars Needs Moms” — 
going as far as (allegedly) conduct- 
ing extensive market research 
related to the planet’s affect on 
moviegoers. 

McWeeny continues, “Don't lie 
about what movie you've made. 
Don't hide the movie you've made. 
Don't shroud the thing in mystery 
so completely that no one knows 
what the movie is. And for god's 
sake, don't ruin it as you try to sell 
it to me.” 

“John Carter” is immediately at 
a disadvantage creatively, due to 
the fact that Burroughs’ nearly cen- 
tury-old novel has been the inspira- 
tion for some of the most popular 
and recognizable Sci-Fi and adven- 
ture films ever made, from “Blade 
Runner” to “Star Wars.” 

“It's been such the touchstone 
for so many things since 1912. It 
inspired, either directly or indirect- 
ly, things like ‘Flash Gordon’, 
“Star Wars,’ ‘Superman’ all the way 
up to ‘Avatar.’ If you literally made 
the book, people would think I was 
ripping off everyone else and that’s 
the catch-22 about it,” Stanton says 
in an interview with 
Slashfilm.com. 

The clearest example of this is 
in the gladiator-esque arena scene 
where John Carter and Tars Tarkas 
are pitted against two giant white 


Taylor Kitsch stars as a Civil War vet that is 


transported to Mars. 
Carter” could be “the biggest write 


apes, which looks eerily similar to 
George Lucas’  gladiator/arena 
sequence in “Star Wars Episode II: 
Attack of the Clones.” Lucas has 
begrudgingly admitted to being 
“inspired” by Burroughs novel. 

As of the writing of this piece, 
reviews of the film are still under 
embargo; however Disney has 
allowed reactions via Twitter. Buzz 
has been good to mixed, with some 
journalists and critics comparing 
“John Carter” favorably to films 
such as “Star Wars” and “Avatar,” 
while others have praised the scope 
and visuals, but criticized its lack 
of character depth. 

Sull, reports of the project 
being over budget, as well as 
rumors that the film may have to 
make upwards of $700 Million to 
be financially viable for Disney 
and warrant a sequel, have cast a 
cloud over the film. Nikki Finke 
from Deadline reports a fellow 
executive as saying that “John 


off of all-time,” for the mouse- 
house. 

Tracking for the film has been 
soft, with industry analysts peg- 
ging the film for a $30-40 Million 
opening weekend. Adding to the 
film and Disney’s problems is the 
fact that it will only have a two 
week window before Lionsgate’s 
hotly anticipated adaptation of 
“The Hunger Games” is released 
on March 23rd. 

Cynicism aside, the fact that 
“John Carter” exists at all is an 
achievement in itself, and Disney 
should be commended for taking a 
risk on this property. Whether or 
not the film is any good, or has 
lasting effects on the cultural zeit- 
geist, well those questions still 
remain. 

“John Carter” opens wide on 
March 9th. 


with “In Flames” 


NE: It was quite a long process 
first adding all the ideas, riffs, 
melodies, and all that to the table 
and then make pre-production of 
all that stuff, and then there was a 
short break and then we moved on 
to record the album so it was a long 
long process. 

HL: | recently watched the 
music video for the latest single 
“Where Dead Ships Dwell” and I 
thought it was very interesting, the 
fact that the band itself isn’t in the 
video was different. How did you 
guys come up with the idea for the 
video? 

NE: Yeah it has a bit of a Tool 
vibe to it. I think we wanted to do 
something else that the band itself 
never done before it’s always been 
about performance videos, this one 
we wanted to step aside from that 
and focus on the song and the vibe 
it gives from the video. 

HL: | actually recently realized 
that this year marks the tenth 
anniversary for Reroute to Remain 
which is one of my _ personal 
favorite albums from you guys, so 
I wanted to know your opinion on 
the album? 

NE: I wasn’t a member of the 
band back then I was just friends 
with the band. To them I think that 


album wasn’t just pure metal there 
was so much more stuff going on 
you these symphs and loops going 
on in there. Like Cloud Connected 
has this huge chorus in there and 
they mixed thing like that really 
well, and I love that song. 

HL: Did Jesper’s departure 
affect the band in any way. And if 
it did how did you guys deal with 
it? 

NE: Of course it affects, he was 
the only original member he started 
the band back in 1992, but what I 
think it was like not a new chapter 
but turning the page starting over 
starting a clean page and going 
with it. I like to think I added some 
energy to band when everything 
was a little bit dark with Jesper and 
all that, and just go from there 
headed forward. Yeah we all think 
of it every night we give 100% and 
we're having a lot of fun, we smile 
a lot like you'll notice tonight 
when we play because we love the 
music that we play, and we are here 
to really deliver a show every 
night, so I think we’re doing really 
good. 

HL: One thing I wanted to 
know is how do you guys over in 
Scandinavia produce such great 
metal bands? 


NE: I don’t know I think I 
mean myself, I think it has some- 
thing to do with a tradition if you 
look at the U.K. for instance they 
have this British heavy metal tradi- 
tion with old bands like Judas 
Priest, Led Zeppelin, Black 
Sabbath, Saxon and all that if you 
think about it wow that’s a lot of 
good bands old bands from a little 
island like the U.K., and I think 
that we in Sweden picked up really 
early on that, we were really into 
that as a culture. When I went to 
youth group the leader had long 
hair and was into that and the first 
riff | learned was Paranoid it was 
pure metal from the start, so it’s a 
little bit of a tradition and then of 
course I’m amazed there’s so many 
good bands just in Sweden, or 
Norway. 

HL: One last question how do 
you deal with that fact you’re 
known world wide and pretty much 
considered legends? 

NE: We don’t think in those 
terms, we're not big, Judas Priest, 
Iron Maiden those guys are big 
we're nothing compared to those, 
for god sake I’m just a metal freak 
we all are. I don’t think like that. It 
won’t get you anywhere that’s just 
dumb. 
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Brandon Almas drums The Grog 


Local drummer just 
an average NECC 
student 


By JONNA DOUCETTE 
Correspondent 


At first glance student Brandon 
Almas is a quiet and reserved stu- 
dent. 

He has.a relaxed manner that 
would never lead you to believe 
that he is a drummer in the local 
band Animals and Shapes. 

Recently Animals and Shapes 
have been playing many 21+ shows 
at the Grog in Newburyport. 

When asked what kind of 
music Animals and Shapes plays 
Brandon said, “We play a combina- 
tion of a lot of different styles. We 
have some songs that are almost 
like psychedelic rock yet we have 
others that are more alternative. 

“If I had to pick a genre I'd 
have to say alternative/indie rock.” 

Brandon began drumming in 
the seventh grade out of pure 
curiosity and has since dreamed of 


playing in front of an audience. 

Along with being a drummer, 
Brandon also seems to have a thing 
for animals. He has four dogs, one 
of them having only one eye, and a 
stray cat. 

Brandon says, “The cat is an 
interesting story because we found 
her living in the backyard one day. 
She had no collar so we decided to 
take her in. She's very playful and 
loveable. She makes a nice addi- 
tion to the crazy house of pets. The 
dogs are also a lot of fun and very 
energetic.” 

The story about the cat being 
loveable was a little hard to believe 
after Brandon showed cuts on his 
arm left over from the last time he 
tried to pick her up. 

At NECC Brandon is currently 
studying Computer Science. 

When asked what kind of a stu- 
dent he is Brandon said, “If I had to 


classify myself as a certain type of 


student I'd probably say lazy. 
“Don't get me wrong I get my 
work done I just put it off till the 
last minute.” 
Like a lot of people in school 


he chooses the procrastination 


method getting things done usually 
the night before. He continued on 
saying, “School is nice because it 
gives me something to do and basi- 
cally gives me hope for a career 
and a successful life. 

“It's a hassle but it's something 
everyone should do if you want a 
good chance to make something of 
yourself.” 

Brandon explained, “I have 
100 percent Portuguese blood. 
Both of my parents immigrated to 
this country when they were 
teenagers. They were born in St. 
Michael on the Azores islands in 
Portugal. 

“Growing up I got a big chunk 
of the Portuguese culture because 
all of my aunts, uncles, and grand- 
parents were natives. of Portugal. I 
consider myself lucky to have my 
nationality consist of one country 
not to mention I have a Portuguese 
tattoo on my right arm. And the 
food is absolutely delicious.” 

If you're interested in learning 
more about Brandon and Animals 
and Shapes feel free to look them 


up on Facebook. 


Courtesy Photo/Molly Sullivan Photography 
Brandon Almas, NECC student showcases his drumming 
skills with his band Animals and Shapes at The Grog. 


Transfer to SNHU 


Finish your bachelor’s degree program at Southern New Hampshire University. 


We offer: 


* an easy credit-transfer process 


—up to 90 eredits. 


¢ financial aid — up to $18,000 in grants and scholarships for full-time day students. 


¢ career-focused academic programs with industry internships. 


¢ lots of support and a welcoming community. 


Popular transfer programs include accounting. business administration, business 


studies, communication, graphic design. hospitality administration and psychology. 


Enroll in our full-time undergraduate day program, or pursue your degree online 


and/or at our centers in Manchester. Nashua. Portsmouth and Salem, N.H.. < 


Brunswick. Maine. 


Hearing so many great things about SNHU really motivated me to transfer. | was 
attracted to the great advertising program, the size of the campus (the classes 


are the perfect size for me), and the location. 


— Rebecca Scalera, SNHU transfer student 


Southern 
New Hamps 


ind 


hire 


Univetsity 


‘ 


For More Information: 
2 ; T: 603.645.9611 | Email: transfer@snhu.edu 
on campus. on location. online. wie snhu.edu/observer 
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Money sense: Free money 


Scholarships season 
is Upon Us. 
Get moving, now! 


By lat AZUR 
Correspondent 


Higher education costs are ever 
rising; from books to tuition, trans- 
portation, housing, and all of the 
costs in between, students find 
themselves on the other side of a 
degree/certificate lying in a moun- 
tain of debt. 

Sadly, this debt is more often 
due to a lack of knowledge rather 
than the mounting costs. : 

Truth is money may not grow 
on trees but it ripens in the wallets 
of organizations and alumni eager 
to support the efforts of students 
seeking knowledge. 

Scholarships and grants are 
monetary gifts most often awarded 
to students for the purpose of fund- 
ing their education. 

These funds range in amount, 
source, and qualification require- 


eS 


ments; however, what all legiti- 
mate scholarships/grants have in 
common is that there is no applica- 
tion fee and they do not have to be 
paid back 

A common misconception is 
that scholarship and/or grant fund- 
ing is only available to the finan- 
cially needy, minorities, and/or 
those with exceptional GPA. 

Though there may be addition- 
al options for each of these groups 
or a person who fits into all cate- 
gories, the notion that the majority 
of scholarships are available to 
them solely is simply a mistruth. 

Another frequent myth among 
students is that funding is solely 
for the and 
books 


The truth is actually far more 


purpose of tuition 


liberating. 

The annual cost of attendance 
at Northern Essex Community 
College is estimated to be 
$17,782.00 according to the finan- 
cial aid tab found under self-serv- 
ice on the NECC website; however, 
the average cost of a three credit 
resident is 


course for a Mass 


NASHUA, NEW HAMPSHIRE 


$450.00. 

For those of us counting our 
fingers and toes this multiplied by 
four (average full time registra- 
tion), plus fees, health insurance, 
and books (varying based on class- 
es) adds up to roughly $2800.00 
$5600.00 annually 


So where does the 17K figure come 


per semester 


from? 

Cost of attendance is calculated 
based on the ENTIRE cost of pur- 
suing an education which includes: 
housing, transportation, supplies 
(those funny things like pencils, 
paper, calculators, laptops, etc.), 
and yes, even food. 

What this means for the stu- 
dent is that most aid, including fed- 
eral financial aid, scholarships, and 
grants, in excess of your NECC bill 
will be mailed to you to be used for 
all other school related expenses. 

Let's face it, if you carry the 
average full load of four classes, 
you're in school a minimum of 12 
hours (recommended minimum 
study time per hour of class time is 


three hours), the expectation is a 


dedicated 48 hours to the pursuit of 


higher education! 

How do you then fit in a full 
job, 
friends, and the mythical “me” 


time family obligations, 
time television talk show doctors 
prescribe in order to live long 
enough to pay off student loans? 

The answer can be found in a 
variety of places. 

PACE is a wonderful on cam- 
pus organization that offers support 
in the areas of personal and aca- 
demic skills, transfer, and financial 
assistance to students who meet 
either of the following criteria: 

° Neither one of your par- 
ents graduated from college with a 
Bachelor's degree 

ty) You are receiving finan- 
cial aid 

For more information visit 
www.necc.mass.edu/academics/su 
pport-services/pace/ 
include 


Additional resources 


on campus clubs/organizations 
such as Phi Theta Kappa Honors 
Society for students with 12 or 
more credits and GPA of 3.5 or 
higher. 


These students have access to 


_ Connecting 


you and your future 


Finish your Bachelor's 
Degree at Rivier College 


| Rivier College 


funds in excess of $30K from a sin- 
gle source. Contact Professor 
Andy PTK 


amorse@necc.mass.edu or 


Morse advisor at 
visit 
ptk.org for more information 

Lastly, the worldwide web 
offers a plethora of online search 
engines, profiles, and filters for 
locating scholarships that pertain 
to your particular needs and attrib- 
utes. Fastweb.com is one such 
resource that provides information 
and direction to funding based on 
individual characteristics and cir- 
cumstances. 

Regardless of your need, eth- 
nicity, degree major, or certificate, 
whether you desire study abroad or 
transfer to a four year institution 
and nearly every pursuit of educa- 
tional advancement in between 
there are millions of dollars wait- 
ing to be plucked to support your 
goals. 

Not all funds will be easily 
fruited from their branches, but all 
are attainable beginning with the 


most basic human emotion: desire 


More than 30 Undergraduate 
degree programs in: 


Education, Nursing, Psychology, 
Business Administration, and more 


www.rivier.edu 


Register for 
classes today 
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Love, Lust and Relationships 


It’s a ferret.... no, just a stache 


There is something 
called a razor, heard 


of it? 


By S.J.A 
Campus Life Editor 


I blame Tim Thomas. And more 
currently, Wes Welker. And any 
other athlete who grows his facial 
hair a certain way as a sign of team 
solidarity. 

I'll always remember that day 
last spring when my boyfriend 
emerged from the bathroom with a 
mustache and a look of pride and 
accomplishment written across his 
face. 

“I gotta do it for the Bruins. 
Tim Thomas babe!” 

He told me this for days fol- 
lowing the initial first shave when 
all I could do is roll my eyes and 
laugh every time | looked at him. 

Eventually the mustache grew 


out and the Bruins won the cup. So 
obviously, it was the power of his 
facial hair that helped them win it 
all. 

Then Wes Welker did it again. 
The football star donned a thin 
mustache for the playoffs, but this 
time my boyfriend did- 
n’t follow suit. 

He knew he looked 
ridiculous last year 
when he grew it, so this 
time he opted out. 

However, 
know how the Patriots 
ended this season and I 
you. my 
boyfriend is carrying the burden of 
the loss worse than Brady. 

So lately he had been getting 
the bug again. Not for any particu- 
lar superstitious sports reason, just 
because he has been wanting to 
change up his full beard...and 


we all 


swear to 


because Gillette has a new razor 
out. 
The commercial plays con- 


stantly with the likes of Adrien 
Brody and Andre 3000 waltzing 
around town with mustaches and 
goatees living the life and demon- 
strating that “you’re only cool if 
you have cool facial hair.” Ugh, 
here we go again. 


Woman, sometim be so harsh in 
their opinions. wi ed 

let our men and significant others be 
themselves. 


After talking about it for 
weeks, and me dancing around the 
issue, he again, emerged from the 
bathroom. 

This time with a grin across his 
face, which now carried full mut- 
ton chops, a mustache, and a soul 
patch. Think a. mix of General 
Custer and X-Men’s ‘Wolverine.’ 

It’s not so bad, not nearly as 


Today's Birthday (03/07/12) - Community and group projects will play a bigger part 
during the first half of the year, while home and family take more precedence later. Grow 


your partnerships. Practice what you love. 


To get the advantage, check the day's rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0 the most challeng- 


ing. 


Aries (March 21-April 19) - Today is.an 8 -- A little effort restores harmony. Your 
partner offers excellent support now. A balanced checkbook is only part of the story. 


Imagine the project completed. 


Taurus (April 20-May 20) -Today is a 9 -- Go for substance over symbolism. The 
longer you know each other, the stronger the bond grows. Prospects are excellent, and 


offers pour in. 


Gemini (May 21-June 21) - Today is an 8 -- You're gaining confidence. Move quick- 
ly to finish up old business, leaving space for new. Figure out what you want, and find a 


sweet deal. Things line up. 


Cancer (June 22-July 22) - Today is a 9 -- Get together with teammates for your next 
epic adventure. Learning together grows the love. Move quickly and pay attention. Say 


what you want. 


Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) - Today is an 8 -- There's another side to consider. Your well- 
developed conscience keeps you on the right path. There's more money coming in, thank 


goodness. Move quickly to take advantage. 


Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) -Today is a 9 -- The resources are available. You can get fur- 


ther than expected. Friends give you a boost. Take action on a brilliant idea. Stay objec- 


tive, and do what you said you'd do. 
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) - Today is a 9 -- You're getting compliments. Get started on 
a plan for a long-term undertaking. Find what you need in your own closets, garage and 


community. Take charge, and get in action. 


Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) - Today is a 7 -- Your capacity to concentrate is enhanced 


today and tomorrow. It's a perfect time to back up your data before Mercury goes retro- 


grade on March 12. 


Sagittarius (Noy. 22-Dec. 21) - Today is a 9 -- Keep distractions at bay so that you can 


work faster and make more money. Write your objective down and post it on the wall. 


Believe that you can. 


Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - Today is a 6 -- Go on a fun adventure. Be prepared for 
the unexpected. Bring brain food and water in a refillable bottle. Let your partner take the 


lead. Mental stimulation revives. 


Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - Today is a 6 -- You're in the middle of a transformation- 


al cycle. Seize the day. Replenish your coffers by increasing your income and cutting costs. 


Dig deeply. 


Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) - Today is an 8 -- Surround yourself with people who love 


and care for you. Adapt easily to a change of plans. When you're in good company, noth- 


ing else matters. 


Horoscopes courtesy of MCT Campus. 


to lay off and 


FISHER COLLEGE 


bad as the mustache of last year, so 
I smiled and congratulated him on 
his new look. He kept asking me if 
I minded his new style, if I cared if 
he played around with his face. 

“Of course not, it’s your face,” 
I would tell him. “Do whatever you 
want.’ 

“Thanks 
baby,” he 
always 
answers with 
a smile. 

So I got to 
thinking. As 
silly as I think 
he looks I 
need to stay out of it. I need to let 
him be him and express himself in 
which ever way he desires. 

Women, sometimes, can be so 
harsh in their opinions. We need to 
lay off and let our men and signifi- 
cant others be themselves. 

My boyfriend 
when I 


supports me 


wear crazy lipstick, 


sequined berets, and talk about 


The Fisher 
-Convenient Transfer Process 
-Transfer Scholarships 
-Located in Downtown Boston 


-NAIA Division II Athletics 
-Study Abroad Opportunities 


Phone: 617-236-8818 
E-mail: admissions@fisher.edu 


bleaching my almost black hair 
platinum. And every time I make 
my own bathroom emersion with a 
crazy accessory and/or an out- 
landish outfit he looks at me and 
always says, “That’s hot babe!” 
Perfect, right? 

So girls, let’s be more support- 
ive when our guys want to play 
around with their styles. They 
don’t have much else to toy with 
besides their facial hair consider- 
ing most men from the ages of 16 
to 65 have a basic uniform of jeans 
and a t-shirt. Their facial hair is an 
accessory and they should experi- 
ment and be trendy in their own lit- 
tle ways. 

Believe me, I feel your pain 
and I, too, laughed in shock at the 
sight of a mustache laying next to 
me at night. Just remember, our 
guys stick with us through our 
UGG boot-neon nail polish-side 
pony tail phases. We can deal with 
a little ‘stache. 


www. fisher.edu 


Contact the Admissions Office to set up your 
individualized interview and tour of the campus. 


118 Beacon Street, Boston MA 02116 
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Cheers 


eers to 


e€ clubs at 


Northern Essex that are 
investing their time towards 
making a positive impact in the 
community. 


Cheers to .. 
for doing 


... Lindsey Lohan 


an good job on 


SNL.We especially liked you 
in the Disney Housewives 


Cheers to 


skit. 


ae The students | 


that decided to come to 
school on March 1, despite 
the awful weather. 


Cheers to .. 


ing. Itis n 


Cheers to 


... Lady Gaga for) 
taking a stance against bully-. 
ice to know that | 
celebrities are made of stone. 


ee The NECC 


‘Bacon Boardgamers for prov-) 
ing that having a good time | 
doesn’t have to involve 
electronics. 


Five safe things to do over 
spring break 


Spring break is upon us, in fact it 
begans after our last class on March 
9.We finally get our much needed 
break. 

The time to sleep by the beach in 
Mexico and wake up next to some 
random person we only meet last 
night. However, for those of us that 
have self respect and lack the funds 
to go on a grand vacation, here are a 
list of activities, lame maybe, but 
nonetheless, safe to do over the 
break. 


1) Go to Hampton Beach. Sure, 
it is not in Mexico, but it is still a 
beach, although you probably won’t 
be able to see the sand due to the 
Don’t get too close to the 
water, since we won’t want you to 
get taken away by some strong tides. 

For this we recommend bringing 
extra socks and not bringing a ran- 
dom stranger home either. 


snow. 


“A real man swallows his vomit in the 
presence of a lady. 


C] 


-Words to live by from Dwight K. Schrute 


2) Looking at pictures of the 
beach or watching MTV. So 
maybe you can’t get to the beach or 
you just don’t want to cold. Just sit 
under the cover, watch and dream. 


3) Go to a museam. They’re fun 
and exciting for about a half an hour. 
Plus, most have great little gift 
shops. 


4) Stare at a picture of an 
Abercombie and Fitch model. 
Imagine what it would be like to be 
talking to that person. Since the rich 
kids on an actual spring break look 
like this. We imagine it would be 
like being a kid in a candy store. 


5) Speaking of a candy store, go 
to a candy store. 


And, buy anything you want. If | 


you don’t have the money, just 

imagine what it would be like to be 

eating that candy. 

a @ FITCHBURG STATE 
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Jeers 


eers tO... e adminstration 
at NECC for deciding to 
remain open on March 1. 


Jeers to...... Kirk Cameron for 

| bashing those that are gay. 

‘Sure, everyone has the right to 

an opinion. But, our opinion is 
that you get your mind out of 
the eighties, when you were 
relevant and get with modern 

times. 


Jeers to ..... The Republican 
party for making the right to 
birth control, a political issue. 
Also, we can’t help but notice 
|how these are men, not woman 
‘fighting over this. If you want 
to talk about the battle of the 


Jeers to ..... Still to the admin- 
stration at NECC for deciding 
to remain open on March 1. 
\Nope, you aren’t going to hear 
the end of it for at least the 
next three years. 


Sisal ak 


Northern Essex 
Community College 


Bachelor of Science 
« Early Childhood Education 
» Elementary Education 


Complete your bachelor’s degree 
in early childhood or elementary 
education at Northern Essex 
Community College—Haverhill 
Campus through courses offered 
by Fitchburg State University. 


FOR MORE INFORMATION 


INFORMATION SESSIONS 


March 21 
all day in $C215 


April 11 
9-11AM in SC215 
& 12-4PM in SC214 


www. fitchburgstate.edu/necc 


